ILLINOIS HUMANITIES COUNCIL

NATIONAL DAY OF LISTENING & ASK ME WHY 

This November the Illinois Humanities Council (IHC) and WBEZ-Chicago will present Ask Me Why, a collection of interviews that explore how the opinions and beliefs we hold are shaped by the experiences we’ve had. Modeled on StoryCorps oral history interviews and scheduled to coincide with the National Day of Listening, we will record pairs of individuals who disagree on some important issue but who are willing to speak to one another about their beliefs and why they have them. 

Perhaps you know such a pair: mother and daughter who can’t agree on whether abortion is ever justified, but who are willing to talk about it; best friends who frequently debate the role of government over beers; people who don’t agree, but who can always talk it through. We are looking for people who already know each other (co-workers, family members, friends, etc.) who have an interesting issue on which they disagree, and we need your help to connect with these people. 

These conversations are not intended to be debates or arguments. Rather, they are intended to explore and model civil discourse. As such, the conversations will be styled so that each person will only be able to ask the other person questions that help them better understand the other person’s point of view and how they came to hold it. They will not be able to make rebuttals or argue back - it’s about listening more than about making a point. Pairs will be provided a set of generic questions they can use as reference points during their recording, although they will be free to raise additional questions to dig deeper and gain further clarification. 

Pairs will be recorded at WBEZ Chicago’s Navy Pier studios beginning in November, but continuing into Spring 2011. Is one half of your pair somewhere else besides Chicago?  Recordings may be able to be arranged with non-Chicago participants, as long as said participants have access to an NPR studio in their area. Inquire for details. WBEZ will record, produce and edit each pair into a short audio segment hosted on WBEZ.org; we will also seek additional distribution on both WBEZ 91.5FM and Vocalo 89.5FM. 

We would be delighted if you would nominate pairs of people (or yourself and a friend/family member/colleague) for consideration in this project. If you would like to do so, please answer the following questions and return ASAP.  Pairs will continue to be accepted on a rolling basis. 

Dimitra Tasiouras

Director of Programs and Partnerships

Illinois Humanities Council

dct@prairie.org
ASK ME WHY PAIRS NOMINATION QUESTIONS

Person 1 

Name

E-mail or phone number:

Quick biographical information*: 

Person 2

Name:

E-mail or phone number: 

Quick biographical information*:

Approximate age, occupation, where they live, and/or any other information we should know. 

Note: Please provide contact information for at least one of the two people

How do these two people know one another? What is their relationship?

What is the issue on which these two people disagree? Please describe the issue as fully as possible. For example, saying “global warming” is less helpful than saying “whether it is our individual responsibility as consumers to fight global warming through our purchases.” 

What is each person’s opinion on the issue on which they disagree? Again, please describe the points of disagreement as fully as possible. We would like to know more than that one person is “pro____” and the other is “anti______.” For example, describing someone as “anti-big government” is less helpful than saying that someone “believes that the role of government should be limited to public safety, and that all other expenditures are unnecessary.”  

How did each of these two people come to hold the opinions they have on this issue? What personal experiences helped to shape their opinions on the matter? Because we will focus on personal stories in our final audio cuts, this question is especially important. 

Is there any other personal or biographical information about these two people which will help us better understand them or the nature of their disagreement? 

We will need to work quickly to schedule the recordings. If you are selected to be one of the pairs to be recorded, please give us three one-hour time slots in which both people are available to be recorded at the WBEZ studios:

WEEKDAYS between 8:00 am and 7:00 pm

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

3. ______________________

Examples of questions pairs might ask each other for the recordings:

1. What is your position or opinion on the issue at hand? 

2. What personal experiences led you to have this opinion?

3. Did you always feel this way about the issue at hand? If not, what experiences led you to change your mind?

4.   What experiences continue to define your opinion on this issue?

