GOOD AFTER NOON!

I’m happy to be here at this joyous occasion. I’d like to thank my heavenly Father for allowing me this great opportunity.  I’d like to thank my fellow classmates for trusting me to speak on their behalf.  I have come to love everyone of them.  We would like to thank our director, Amy Thomas-Elder for believing in us and being at every session leading and guiding us through. We would like to thank our wonderful professors they made sure we got the understanding from every prose, document, poem, and piece of art. Also, we would like to thank the staff members they were there to help whenever we needed them.  Thanks for allowing us this great opportunity, we are so very grateful.

Most active weakness lies in giving up

Most certain way to succeed is always to try one more time

Thomas Edison

When I was contemplating going back to school, my biggest concern was would I be able to handle the load.   I had not been in school for such a long time.  I learned about the Odyssey Project via e-mail from Andrea Lee of the Grand Boulevard Federation, which is a community organization. I was so excited and I didn’t trust the mail system, so I walked my application into the downtown office.  That’s how determined I was to become a student of the Odyssey Project.

I will paraphrase a scripture from the Bible (Rom 8:28) that says all things work together for the good.  I say that because Viniece Walker’s, incarceration worked out for OUR good. Like her, through education of the humanities we have found freedom. The humanities have freed and elevated our minds. Thanks Viniece.

For some of us that have completed the course we will go on to college, it will be a new beginning.  Some will go on to finish college, and some have decided on a career change.  
I have studied the humanities in the past but the courses were never this challenging or exciting.  The Odyssey Project has opened up a whole new world for us.  The program is designed to send us into the world to compete politically and we are ready to except the challenge.  The classes were taught in the Socratic Method.  We all were able to voice our opinions.  Pam with her frank way of speaking, Bonnie, with her sophisticated way of explaining things, Rodney the conflict regulator, shy Gwen, tenacious Kathy and I can’t leave out cool Kenny and Latonya.  Everyone played a unique and essential part but we all leaned from everyone’s contributions. We all learned to work together as a group and we strengthen each others weaknesses.  In class for the first semester we argued Critical thinking and writing, philosophy, and American History.  The second semester consisted of Critical thinking and writing Literature, and Art history.  We truly did not understand where the art history would take us but, we instantly found out that the class and Curt, with all of her energy was one of the most interesting classes of all.  We saw art as we never saw it before.  It opened our minds as well as poetry to explore beyond what we could have ever imagined.

The Odyssey Project was designed to make sure that we would not fail.  The project provided the books, supplies, tutors, transportation, and childcare and when we came to our ends wit we could turn to Riza, our social worker.

In conclusion we would like to thank all of our family, friends and staff that supported us believed and challenged us through out this project. We are forever in your debt.  Thank you for listening.

