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Address to students by graduate Jesús Guerrero Martínez

Greetings to our audience, Amy Thomas, Aarón Lambert:

The students of the Odyssey Project in the Humanities present here wish to thank all of you for your attendance at this graduation ceremony. 

The last month of January, the directorship and staff of the Illinois Humanities Council, in conjunction with professors Elisa Martí López, María Cecilia Lozada, Carlos M. Briones and Emilio Kourí invited the community to travel across, know, and understand free of charge the path of Literature, History, Philosophy and Writing. 

Approximately 35 people gathered to cover and to explore these topics. There was expectation, enthusiasm, and glimpses of happiness.

As in a sporting event, we took off through the first pages of the book of the humanities. The group moved along uniformly and with pleasure through the first and second weeks of study. But in the third, some of our classmates stumbled, others fell behind, and some others gave signs of weakness.  By the second and third month we missed their presence. 

It has been a hard road; a bit more than we had imagined. And that is because sharing time between family, work, and study was indeed an odyssey. 

By the beginning of the month of May, unfortunately, the students in the classroom, in front of the teachers, were now very few. Yes very few. But with another vision of our community, our country, and of ourselves. We had suffered qualitative changes. We felt more enthusiasm, determination, and perseverance. Now we are other people. Our way of thinking has changed. 

With the knowledge obtained and the guiding encouragement of our teachers we perceived the light at the end of the road, that goal that yesterday seemed so far away. 

Today, this day, we congratulate ourselves with our families, who have supported us, and we congratulate each other for having arrived at the goal that, for some of us, is only the beginning -- the link to a task that has been set.

On behalf of my classmates, and myself, I want to thank endlessly the work and effort of the Illinois Humanities Council, and in particular the noble work, patience, and effort of our teachers who gave us so much in exchange for nothing. 

A million thanks to Amy, who was in charge of the project. 

A million thanks to Aarón, coordinator, for his friendship and support. 

