Dear Friend of the Illinois Humanities Council,

First of all, thank you for interest in helping the IHC.  Addressing the Governor and leadership in the General Assembly in your own words will always be the most effective means of recounting your experience with the IHC as a grantee, program participant, program planner, or audience member. 
However, I hope some of these points and information below may be helpful as you contact leaders in the state on behalf of the IHC.  I would appreciate it very much if you would send me a copy of your communications and let me know what response you receive from these leaders.

If you are writing on behalf of the IHC, please remember to include the first point and any others you choose.

Sincerely,

Kristina A. Valaitis

Executive Director
Dear Governor, President of the Senate, Speaker of the House, etc.

I support the Illinois Humanities Council's request of restoring its line item appropriation to $992,000 in the 2009 budget.  This request is not for an increase, but for a restoration of funds to the level IHC has merited since 2001.

I [or my organization] has benefited from the IHC [in the following way]...

· With a little more than 5 cents per capita in state funds and 6 cents in federal funds, the IHC has found imaginative ways to encourage lifelong learning in every region of the state. It funds or produces almost 2000 humanities activities annually. It involves hundreds of thousands of Illinoisans of all ages, from all walks of life in its programs statewide. It funds, works together with or partners with 300 civic, educational, and cultural organizations from more than 200 communities throughout the state each year.

 [Please include your own examples here]

· The state funds that the IHC receives are well and carefully spent in support of programming statewide. Of IHC expenses in 2007, 84% supported programming; 10% management and administration, and 6% fundraising.
· Organizations that rely on the IHC have been adversely affected by the 2008 reduction in the IHC's state funds. IHC grant funds available were cut by 40%.

[Please include your own examples here]
· If the IHC's line item in the 2009 budget is restored to its 2007 level of $992,000, there will be an immediate and positive impact.  For one thing, the IHC may be able to restore its grant pool to its 2007 level.

Sincerely,

YOUR NAME HERE
